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ELEMENTS OF A NOBLE CHARACYER
"pbram departed, as the Lord had spoken unto him." Genesie 12:4a.
"How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against Godl® Genesis 39:9b.

%Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou maysst bring forth
my people the children of Israel out of Egypt." Exodus 3:10.

"Be strong and of good courage.® Joshua 136a.

Young people itoday face a chaotic world. The nations are in commotion. Our time is
characterized by rapid and radical changes. This is an age of uncertainty, uneasiness,
instability, and confusion. Men and nations are groping their way in the deepening
ghadows cast by the gravest problems with which civilization has ever been confronted.
To the timid and the fearful the ouilock is appalling, tut to the resolute and the
courageous the prospect is challenging.

Why is socisty in such 2 critical conditien? It is not on account of the lack of
resources, either financial or natursl. Neither is it for lack of knowledge, initia-
tive, or industry. The deficiency is that of the right sort of manhood and womanhood.
The problem is a moral and spiritusl ome. The world is in ithe mire today because of
the bankruptey of character. Its primary need is that of morsl and spiritual strength.

Boch of us has the privilege of meking a contribution to the progress of humanity.
One of the greatest contributions we can meke is that of 2 noble and godly character.
What elements of character are needed today?l

Confidence. Genesis i2:4a.

“Abram departed, as the Lord had spoken unto him." Real confidence is one of the
foundation stones of character. Confidence is exemplified in Abraham. He ig a
spiritual giant after all these centuries. With the passing years his influence in-
creases rather than diminighes. He has been called the friend of Ged. Millions pay
tribute fo him for ons reason, znd that is, he was g great believer. He had faith in
spite of terrible edds. His faith ealied him t¢ venture out in greast undertakings.
He became a great achiever. 411 grest achievers are great belicvers.

. Abraham msde of life an illustrious adventure. Iife is a sories of adventures. All

that lies between the cradle and the grave is zn edventure. Bvery voyage of discovery,
every friendship, every advance in indusiry, every experiment in freedom, every move-
ment for reform, every investigation of science, and every spproach to sn idesl of
truth and Jjustice has its uwapredictable elements. It is an adventure just to live,

to go through the mysterious years, to meet life's joys and irials, iis branching
roads, its opening ard closing doors.

¥hat a gorgecus adventure the Christian life is! It is the adventure of adventures.
It is an adventure at the beginning. Faith is a great adventure of the soul. All the
way through the Christian life is an adventure. Think of Abraham, something tugging
at his heart, pulling him out in search of final and ultimate truth, wekipg battle
trivumphantly with the giants of temptation, now overcome, beginning agaln, become in
the end a founder of a new faith and the religilous teacher of mankind.

Youth needs the confidence and faith that God is ruling the universe. It is not ruled
by fate or blind chance. Med do not make progress in the broken-down vehicle of unw-

belief. There is no power im what you do not believe. Oliver Wendell Holmes said:
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BIt is faith in something and enthusiasm abouil something which makes z life worsh
Eooking at." Unbelief, wandering in darkness rathetically excleims, "I cennot find my
way, there is no star." Faith says, "I knov whom I have believed, and sm persuasded
that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him ageinst that day."”

Il Timothy 1:12. In despeir the disillusioned cry out, "Life is a long headache in a
noisy sireet.” One trusting God said, "Nay, in sll these things we are more than cone
querers threugh him that loved us." Romans 8:37. The volce of faith says, "Beloved,
now are we the somns of God, and it doth not yet sprear what we shall be! but we know
that, when he shall sppear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him zs he is."

I John 3:2. i

Youth needs confidence in FTruth and in Right. All of us will do well to believe that
there are fundamental things of life which are imperighable and of priceless value.

All good things are deathless. Irickery and deceit and dishoneety may gain the victory
of the hour, but we must still believe in the ultimate triumph of right.

"BL know that right is right;
- That it is not good t¢ lie;
' That love is better than spite,
ind 2 neighbor than a spy.

In the darkest night of the year,
Yhen the stars have all gone out,

That courage is better than fear,
And fzith is truer than dounbt.

And fierce though the fiends may fight,
And long though the angels hide,

I know that truth and right
Have the unlverse on thelr gide.

Cling to confidence in God and in Right. Through faith Abraham became the friend of Ged,
‘the leader of men, and a beacon light in history. ¥e shall do well to walk in his way.

II. Cleanliness. Genesis 3919b.

“How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?® This is certainly an
element of a neble character. Cleanliness of thought, of word, and of life are indig-
pensable elements of the character that endures. I know of no better illustration of
this fact than Joseph, the young Hebrew officer in Bgypt. Through integrity and indus-
try this young man rapidly gained promotion. Then inte his life suddenly came the temp—
tation to impurity. To his would-be seductress he replied, YHow them can I do this
great wickedness and sin sgainst Godl!® Thus Joseph chose imprisonment rather than
participation in impurity; to be falsely accused rather than to live falsely.

Today we often make the mistake of confusing liberty and license. They are the very
oppogites. It is through obedience to the highest laws of life that we find true
freedom, and it is by uncontrelied living that one comes to bondage. We must be on
guard constantly sgeinst compromise with low ideals and low standards. %o live by
the philosophy of, "When in Rome do as the Eomans do," leads to moral disaster. We
must not shape our character according to the dictum of the crowd. OCur generation has
thrown off restraint and self-discipline, and we are reaping the inevitable results.
Across the courthouse in Worchester, Massachusetts, the slogan, "Obedience to lew is
liverty," is engraved in large letters. Disobedience to the laws of God is bondsge:;
obedience to His laws leads to the largest liberty. Whatever you do, do not cenfuse
liberty with license.

This baittle for cleanliness of thought and act is one of life's severest struggles.
But failure here mars every other victory of life. The secret of a clean life is found
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in gaining the victory first in the heart amd mind. YAg a man thinketh in his heart, so
is he." %Out of the abundance of the hearf-the mouth speaketh.® YAz we think and desire,
20 will we be."

Be loyal %o the royal within you. 7You are a single link between the generations before
You and those who will coms after you. Do not be & rotiten link in that chain.

Consecration. Exodus 3:18.

%Gome now therefore, and I will send thee unte Fharach, that thow mayest bring forth my
people the children of Isrsel out of Egypt." Thus Ged chellenced Moses to devote his
life $o an uvnselfish and erduous teask. He challenged him t0 a service that was fraught
with many dangers. There vas a mighty conflict in the scul of Moses that day. He was
calied on to change the plans of his life, =2nd to give himself, his talents, and his
training to what seemed to be a hopeless cause. Moses could think of so many excuases
for not going at God's commesnd. So can we when we rre confronted with a call for un-
selfish and sacrifical service.

& great nesed was presented tc Moses ~- & pecrle %0 be led from bondage inte freedom.

His task was to transform a multitude of slaves intc o nation dedicatsd to Godis PLTPOSEE.
¥When he szid "yes' to God that day, Moses goined & great victory on the batBefield of his
soul.. From thet &sy be devoted his 1life to the cause of his fellowmen. The pecple who
have & plece in our hesris todsy sre the ones who went beyond the nerrow confines of
self~centered progrzmz aznd invested their lives in some haré and unpopular ceuse.

Recell the casket scene in the “Merchant of Venice.' There were thres caskets, one of
lead, one of silver, and ¢ne of gold. One of thew contained the picture of Portia.

The lover who chose thet one would be rewerded with the hend of Poriia herself. The
ingeription on the golden casket is, "Who chooses me shall gein whei many men desire.?
The inscripiion on the silver casket is, *Who chooses me will get a&s mich as he de-
serves.” The inscription om the leaden casket is, "Who choosee me must give and hszerd
all he hath." The key o the motto is found in the second vert of sach inscription.
The first is, "ehall gain,® which is an appesl to cupidity. The second is, Pwill get,!
which is zn appeal to vanity. The third is "mmst give and hezerd," which is an appeal
to the soul that is cepsble of selfi-sacrifice. It is the perscn who responds to the
last challenge who always wins the best in life.

You who are at the age of service are in one of the neediest times of the worldls history.
The crying need of the hour is fer people of godly character.

Some years sgo a boy living on an isolated farm in Wisconsin was taken dangercusly 1ili.

" A man with s team of horses was sent 1o get the nearest doctor as soon as possible. When

the doctor arrived he was taken to the room where the sick boy lay. Anxiously the father
and mother awaited his decision. In that room there was another person who wag greatly
distressed. FHe was the brother of the sick boy, e little fellow who hid behind the
furniture and looked on. ' o ' e

After examining the sick boy and giving him some medicine, the doctor turned o the father
and mother and said, YHave no fear, he is going to got well." The little fellow behind
the furniiure could not see the doctor, but he could see the faces of his parents, and he
never forgot the flood of light that came into their faces when the doctor said, "Have no
fear, he is going to get well." The boy felt that he could worship the man who brought
such relief to his parents, and he resclved that when he became & man he would do things
which would bring light to peoplels faces.

That lad fulfilled those resclutions for he became the famous Doctor Rosenow of the Meyo
Cliniec, one of the grestest Eacterielegists of modern timss. His contribution to the cure

of infantile peralysis, as well as various other contributions which he has made to the
science of medicine, has brought light inte the faces of thousends of People.



IV. Courasge. Joshua l:6a.

"Be strong and ef good coursge.’ Facing a conguest which invelved risks and hardships,
Joshue knew that fortitude was essentisl to victory. "Be strong snd of good courage.®

Much talent is lost tecause of the lack of courage. Nothing great has been achieved
except by the display of courage. Our $imes demsnd coursge enough to resist the wrong
and persist in the right. We must have coursge if we are to meet our personal prebliems,
our §ifficulties, and our handiceps. The majority of the greatest benefeciors of the
‘human race have been greatly handicapped. ¥illlam Shakespesre was the son of a bankrupt
butcher and a womsn wvho could not write her name. Beethoven's mother was & consumptive
and his father was a confirmed drunkerd. Schubert hed z peasant father and s mother
vho was a domestic servant. HMichael Faraday wes born over a stable. Hig father was

an invelid blacksmith and his mother was & drudse. Micheel began his education by
gselling papers on the streets of London. Iouis Pasteur, who was the greatest Frenche
man, was the son of a temner. If you would build a noble charascter you must have
strength and guidance from above. :



